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Habits: Seeking Growth In God

Our Spiritual Growth Is The Birthmark Of Our Faith

Knowing We Have Gifts, It’s Essential That We Use Them

Ephesians 4:11-16 - Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the

evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. '*> Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and
build up the church, the body of Christ. ** This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and
knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of
Christ. ** Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind
of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the
truth. 1> Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the
head of his body, the church. ® He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

All Believers Are Needed If The Body’s To Function Consistently
There’s A Difference Between Being A Fan Of Jesus And A Follower Of Jesus

Mark 8:34 - Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you
must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me.

Hebrews 6:1 - So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on instead
and become mature in our understanding. Surely we don’t need to start again with the fundamental
importance of repenting from evil deeds and placing our faith in God.

The Goal Isn’t Just To Feed Ourselves, But To Feed Others As Well
Ephesians 5:21-25 - And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 2> For wives, this means

submit to your husbands as to the Lord. ? For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the
church. He is the Savior of his body, the church. ** As the church submits to Christ, so you wives should submit




to your husbands in everything. %> For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He
gave up his life for her.

Our Maturity Is A Reflection Of Our Relationship With God

Proverbs 16:21 - The wise are known for their understanding, and pleasant words are persuasive.

Philippians 3:12-14 - | don’t mean to say that | have already achieved these things or that | have already
reached perfection. But | press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 3 No,
dear brothers and sisters, | have not achieved it, but | focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking
forward to what lies ahead, ** | press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which

God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.



