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WHEN GOD DOESN'T MAKE SENSE 

Numbers 20:1–13 

Moses Strikes the Rock 

Numbers 20:1–13 (NLT) - In the first month of the year, the whole community of 
Israel arrived in the wilderness of Zin and camped at Kadesh. While they were 
there, Miriam died and was buried. 2 There was no water for the people to drink 
at that place, so they rebelled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The people blamed 
Moses and said, “If only we had died in the Lord's presence with our brothers! 4 
Why have you brought the congregation of the Lord's people into this 
wilderness to die, along with all our livestock? 5 Why did you make us leave 
Egypt and bring us here to this terrible place? This land has no grain, no figs, no 
grapes, no pomegranates, and no water to drink!” 6 Moses and Aaron turned 
away from the people and went to the entrance of the Tabernacle, where they 
fell face down on the ground. Then the glorious presence of the Lord appeared 
to them, 7 and the Lord said to Moses, 8 “You and Aaron must take the staff and 
assemble the entire community. As the people watch, speak to the rock over 
there, and it will pour out its water. You will provide enough water from the 
rock to satisfy the whole community and their livestock.” 9 So Moses did as he 
was told. He took the staff from the place where it was kept before the Lord. 10 
Then he and Aaron summoned the people to come and gather at the rock. 
“Listen, you rebels!” he shouted. “Must we bring you water from this rock?” 11 
Then Moses raised his hand and struck the rock twice with the staff, and water 
gushed out. So the entire community and their livestock drank their fill. 12 But 
the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not trust me enough to 
demonstrate my holiness to the people of Israel, you will not lead them into the 
land I am giving them!” 13 This place was known as the waters of Meribah 



(which means “arguing”) because there the people of Israel argued with the 
Lord, and there he demonstrated his holiness among them. 

WHAT DO YOU SEE? 

If this were the only passage you knew about God . . . what would you 

conclude? 

IT WAS BIGGER THAN MOSES 

Numbers 20:12 (NLT) - But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did 
not trust me enough to demonstrate my holiness to the people of Israel, you will 
not lead them into the land I am giving them!” 

GOD'S "NO" ISN'T THE END 

Deuteronomy 3:23–29 (NLT) - 23 “At that time I pleaded with the Lord and said, 
24 ‘O Sovereign Lord, you have only begun to show your greatness and the 
strength of your hand to me, your servant. Is there any god in heaven or on 
earth who can perform such great and mighty deeds as you do? 25 Please let me 
cross the Jordan to see the wonderful land on the other side, the beautiful hill 
country and the Lebanon mountains.’ 26 “But the Lord was angry with me 
because of you, and he would not listen to me. ‘That's enough!’ he declared. 
‘Speak of it no more. 27 But go up to Pisgah Peak, and look over the land in 
every direction. Take a good look, but you may not cross the Jordan River. 28 
Instead, commission Joshua and encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead 
the people across the Jordan. He will give them all the land you now see before 
you as their possession.’ 29 So we stayed in the valley near Beth-peor. 

GOD BURIES MOSES 

Deuteronomy 34:1–7 (NLT) - 1 Then Moses went up to Mount Nebo from the 
plains of Moab and climbed Pisgah Peak, which is across from Jericho. And the 
Lord showed him the whole land, from Gilead as far as Dan; 2 all the land of 
Naphtali; the land of Ephraim and Manasseh; all the land of Judah, extending to 
the Mediterranean Sea; 3 the Negev; the Jordan Valley with Jericho — the city of 
palms — as far as Zoar. 4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “This is the land I 
promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your 
descendants.’ I have now allowed you to see it with your own eyes, but you will 
not enter the land.” 5 So Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of 



Moab, just as the Lord had said. 6 The Lord buried him in a valley near Beth-peor 
in Moab, but to this day no one knows the exact place. 7 Moses was 120 years 
old when he died, yet his eyesight was clear, and he was as strong as ever. 

GOD TELLS US WHO HE IS 

Exodus 34:6–7 (NLT) - 6 The Lord passed in front of Moses, calling out, “Yahweh! 
The Lord! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and filled with 
unfailing love and faithfulness. 7 I lavish unfailing love to a thousand 
generations. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin. But I do not excuse the guilty. I 
lay the sins of the parents upon their children and grandchildren; the entire 
family is affected — even children in the third and fourth generations.” 

 

 


